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FRANCIS MARION SCOTT. 

Francis Marion Scott was a pioneer of Sangamon County. 
His father, Dallas Scott, came from Cumberland County, 
Kentucky, in the fall of 1817, and pre-empted land now in 
Cartwright township, which was then wild and unimproved, 
not a furrow having been turned upon it. Most of this land 
is still in possession of heirs of F. M. Scott. ^' Uncle Frank,'' 
as he was familiarly known among his acquaintances, was 
born April 26, 1835. His father died when he was 6 years 
old. He was the youngest of eight children. His education 
was obtained in the public schools of Sangamon County. He 
was an extensive reader and took a lively interest in politics. 
His first vote for a presidential candidate was cast for James 
Buchanan. Mr. Scott was a staunch supporter of the Demo- 
cratic party. He believed in the men and measures of his 
party, and was ready to defend them by argument as well as 
vote. 

The cause of education found in him a firm friend. He be- 
lieved in higher education for youth, gave liberally to the 
support of public enterprises and aided materially in the 
promotion of home industries. 

He was a successful farmer. He bought out the heirs to 
his father's estate and added to it year after year. He 
retired from his farm to Pleasant Plains about fifteen years 
prior to his death. 

He was married in 1858 to Mary L. Brockman, a native of 
Cass County, Illinois. His wife died in 1883, and his oldest 
daughter, Cynthia A., assumed the responsibility of caring 
for a family of seven children, and was still living with her 
father at the time of his death, July 2, 1913. 

Mr. Scott was a member of the Predestinarian Baptist 
Church, contended earnestly for his faith and was a strong 
Bible student. He was formerly an active Master Mason, 
but was demitted by his own request some years ago. 
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He was buried in Pleasant Plains cemetery, where rests Ms 
wife and two children, who died before the wife, and his 
father and mother. 

Of the seven living children, two are doctors, two are teach- 
ers and three are farmers. 

Mr. Scott had passed the age of 78 years. He spent his 
life in Sangamon County and witnessed the changes wrought 
in nearly four score years. His sterling qualities com- 
manded the respect of all. 



